
My family wanted a pool but couldn’t afford the high cost of in-ground options, so
we went with an above-ground pool. With some strategic planning and creative
upgrades, we made it into a relaxing retreat that looks custom but without the
custom price tag. Homeowners across the US, Canada, and the EU are finding that
above-ground pools can provide tremendous value and enjoyment when styled
intentionally.

Above-ground pool ideas on a budget are all about getting the most beauty,
function, and life out of your pool while spending the least money. It doesn’t matter
if you choose a round or rectangular Intex pool, a stock tank, or a bare bones metal-
frame version; smart landscaping, decking, and hiding tricks will help you make
even the most basic pool look like a high-end feature in your backyard.

This extensive guide is packed with practical, proven ideas for small spaces,
creative concealment techniques, budget-friendly decking, landscaping tricks, and
maintenance tips to ensure your pool looks great for years to come.

Why Above Ground Pools Make Smart Sense in
2026
Above-ground pools are less expensive, easier to install, and easier to maintain than
in-ground pools. These are especially good for families wanting summer fun, cooling
off in hot spots like Florida, or testing out pool ownership before a bigger
investment. Styled right, they fit into backyard landscapes nicely and offer a lot of
enjoyment and property appeal.

Choosing the Right Pool on a Budget
Round Pools — Easiest to set up and most budget friendly. Great for smaller yards
and casual play in the water.

Rectangular Pools — Offer better swimming lanes and a more formal look. A bit
pricier, but still reasonable.

Intex and Similar Brands — good entry level options, decent durability for
seasonal use.

Stock Tank / Cowboy Pools — The super popular minimalist option using large



metal livestock tanks. Super budget friendly. And trendy.

Begin with a quality frame pool from a reputable brand and spend your budget on
surroundings, not the pool itself.

Creative Ways to Hide and Beautify Above
Ground Pools
One of the biggest challenges is the visible wall of the pool. Here are effective, low-
cost solutions:

Pool Skirts — Build a simple wood or composite skirt around the base with
pressure treated lumber or inexpensive deck boards. Paint or stain to match
your house.
Landscaping Integration — Use tall ornamental grasses, shrubs or climbing
vines around the edges of the pool to soften the look.
Raised Decks — Even partial decking on one or two sides dramatically
improves appearance and usability.
Lattice or Privacy Screens — Inexpensive lattice panels add visual appeal
and conceal the pool structure.

These pieces make an obvious above ground pool a seamless part of your backyard
design.

Small Above Ground Pool Ideas for Adults
Small pools (10-15 feet) are ideal for relaxing and cooling off:

Add a small side table and comfortable seating nearby
Add solar string lights or pathway lighting
If the model allows, include a shallow lounging shelf.
Set in pavers or gravel for a neat, low-maintenance border

Even a small pool can be thoughtfully designed to create a private oasis.



Affordable Deck and Surround Ideas
Deck ideas don’t have to be expensive. Think about:

Ground-level paver or gravel patios
Simple wooden platforms using basic lumber
Modular deck tiles for easy DIY installation
Partial wrap-around decks that focus on high-use areas

They create safe, inviting entry and exit areas for the pool while expanding the
usable outdoor living space.

Landscaping Tips for a Polished Look
Use mulch generously around the pool perimeter to suppress weeds
Add container plants and hanging baskets for color and softness
Incorporate rocks or boulders for natural texture
Create pathways leading to the pool area
Plant privacy hedges or fast-growing screens

Good landscaping makes the pool feel intentional, not temporary.

DIY Above Ground Pool Ideas on a Budget
Many upgrades can be done by yourself:

Building basic wooden skirts or benches
Installing solar lighting
Creating gravel or mulch borders
Painting or staining existing elements
Adding affordable privacy fencing

Focus your spending on high-visibility areas and do the rest gradually.

Maintenance Tips to Keep Costs Low
Proper care extends the life of your pool and keeps it looking good:



Regular skimming and vacuuming
Consistent water chemistry balance
Winter covers and proper storage (in colder climates)
Gentle cleaning products safe for your liner

Good maintenance is one of the best budget investments you can make.

Comparison Table: Above Ground Pool Styling
Options

Option Cost Level Difficulty Visual
Impact Best For

Basic Skirt + Mulch Low Easy Good Beginners & Renters
Partial Deck +
Plants Medium Medium Very Good Most Families

Full Wrap Deck +
Lighting Medium-High Advanced Excellent Long-term Investment

Stock Tank + Gravel Low-Medium Easy Modern Minimalist Styles
Lattice + Climbing
Vines Low Easy Great Privacy-Focused Yards

FAQ About Above Ground Pools on a Budget

What is the best above ground pool on a budget?

Durable, great value, and easy to set up, Intex and Bestway frame pools are perfect
for most families.

What is a cowboy pool?

A trendy, minimalist above ground pool using big livestock water tanks (stock
tanks). They are inexpensive, durable and have a rustic-modern style.

How to make an above ground pool look nice on a budget?

Concentrate on concealing the walls with skirts or landscaping, add a simple deck or
pavers, include some lighting, and surround the edges with plants.



What is the most popular pool color?

Blue is the most popular pool color. Soft blues and neutral beiges continue to be
popular because they blend naturally with most backyard landscapes.

Are small above ground pools suitable for adults?

Yes. Smaller pools are wonderful for many adults to relax, cool off and get a little bit
of exercise, especially if designed as a personal oasis.

Final Thoughts: Build the Backyard You Deserve
Above-ground pool ideas on a budget show that you can create a beautiful and fun
outdoor space without a huge investment. But with some smart planning, creative
concealment, and thoughtful landscaping, even the most basic pool can become a
centerpiece your family will love for many seasons.

Start with a pool size that fits your space and budget, and build on affordable
upgrades over time. Beautify the surroundings, and the pool will feel like an
integrated, intentional part of the design.

Your backyard oasis is more doable than you think.

What size pool do you have in mind, or what is your biggest problem with above-
ground pool styling? Add it in the comments – I read every one, and often reply with
specific recommendations for your situation.

For more inspiring outdoor living and backyard improvement ideas, explore our
garden outdoor category.

According to This Old House, above-ground pools are an excellent, affordable
alternative that can be beautifully integrated into backyard landscapes with the
right decking and landscaping approaches.

https://homenarratives.com/category/garden-outdoor/
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/lawns/above-ground-lap-pools

