Not every flower makes an impactful statement about itself. The clementine flower
makes itself known through subtler means - delicate nodding blooms in warm coral
and orange hues with distinctive spurred form no other flower can quite replicate;
and garden presence that rewards anyone taking time to look closely. If you have
come across this name while searching for rare flowering plants and found yourself
wondering more, this guide covers everything from what the clementine flower
actually is to how you can grow it, what its symbolic meanings are and where to find
it.

What Is a Clementine Flower?

Clementine flowers are cultivars of Aquilegia, also commonly referred to as
columbines. Part of the Ranunculaceae family, Aquilegia can be found throughout
Northern Hemisphere gardens where its distinctive spurred flowers, graceful foliage,
and reliable early-season bloom periods make it highly prized in gardens.

Clementines produce flowers in warm apricot, coral, and soft orange tones, colors
which evoke their namesake citrus fruit, making this variety especially vibrant.
Columbine blooms typically feature five outer sepals spread like stars; five inner
petals each featuring long backward-projecting spurs; and an intricate structure
composed of five sepals, five inner petals with long backward-projecting spurs, five
inner sepals spread like stars; topped off by five outer sepals that spread like stars;
then five stamens produce intricate structures which appear complex despite being
produced effortlessly by an established plant.

Clementine Columbines have not always been known for their beauty; nonetheless,
many gardeners have come to appreciate their warm color range. While most
columbines tend toward blues, purples, and whites; Clementine fills out an entirely
unique part of the garden spectrum with an apricot-to-coral palette.

Clementine Red Aquilegia is an exquisite close relative that produces vibrant coral-
red blooms compared to its standard clementine counterpart’s subtler apricot hue,
providing more vibrant display while meeting similar requirements for growth.

Clementine Flower Meaning

Flowers have long held symbolic value across cultures and generations, with
columbines including those in the clementine variety carrying an extensive lore



that's worth uncovering.

Courage and determination. Columbines have long been seen as symbols of
resilience and quiet determination due to their ability to self-seed and return year
after year from established colonies in gardens, self-seeding annually to remain.
Clementine varieties emphasize this aspect with warmer rather than cooler tones
adding warmth and vitality within this wider symbolic tradition.

Warmth and affection. Clementine flowers’ orange and coral tones have long
been associated with warmth, enthusiasm, and an affectionate emotion in color
symbolism traditions. Where red represents intensity and passion, orange and coral
represent more gentle forms of affection: friendship, encouragement and
caregiving.

Femininity and grace. The delicate nodding form of the columbine flower has
long been associated with feminine grace and gentle beauty, drawing from Victorian
flower language the columbine symbolised folly while thankfulness in other
traditions, thanks to its tendency to nod its head as though bowing its appreciation.

New beginnings. As one of the early-blooming perennial garden flowers,
columbines, particularly their clementine variety, symbolize renewal, fresh starts
and optimism.

Clementine flowers embody personal warmth and vitality with their vibrant hue,
making it the perfect flower choice to communicate enduring affection as well as
lively energy. As gifts or garden choices, clementines communicate lasting bonds
while spreading positive vibes!

Clementine Flower Colors and Varieties

These refer to a diverse family of related varieties with warm hues that share this
name.

1. Clementine standard: This variety is one of the primary varieties, producing
soft apricot to warm orange blooms with creamy white or pale yellow inner petals
and spurs at their tips, creating a two-tone effect and adding depth and dimension
to its outer hue.

2. Clementine Red: Producing coral-red blooms with an eye-catching spurred



form. More dramatic and eye-catching than standard Clementines, the Clementine
Red Aquilegia has been recognized by growers due to its impressive color intensity
and garden performance.

3. Clementine Purple: Clementines can produce blooms with soft purple-violet
hues instead of the more usual orange-coral tones, making this variety suitable for
more garden color schemes than its warm-toned counterparts and particularly
effective when combined with silver foliage plants.

4. Clementine Mixed: Clementine seed mixtures typically feature an array of
warm tones from soft yellow through apricot, coral and rose hues - creating an
organic drifted effect rather than one solid hue in your garden.

Clementine Flower Photos: What to Expect

These are one of the more photogenic garden plants. Their structured, layered
bloom form makes for stunning photographs in natural lighting conditions,
particularly early morning or late afternoon, when soft light enhances their warm
tones and brings out their rich tones.

Key visual characteristics to look for:

Nodding flowers of this species typify its characteristics; their heads typically droop
slightly when their heads hang slightly forward, creating its distinctive downward-
facing profile that instantly recognizes columbine. Spurs project backward and
upward from behind the flower when photographed from any angle; blue-green
foliage provides a perfect complement to its warm flower colors.

Mature Clementine plants typically reach 18-24 inches in height, producing flowers
on long stems above a dense mass of foliage. A well-established Clementine in full
bloom produces many blossoms at once over a four to six week bloom period - an
arresting sight indeed!

Is Clementine a Perennial?

Yes. Clementines are perennials. All clementine varieties fall under the Aquilegia
family of herbaceous perennials that die back to ground level in winter before
emerging again from their root systems in spring.



Columbines have an intriguing perennial habit; however, one important distinction
to be considered: these perennials tend to be relatively short-lived in most garden
conditions. Individual plants usually last three or four years before their vigor
diminishes and they no longer perform optimally. Most gardeners regard
columbines more as short-term fixtures rather than permanent fixtures and allow
their self-seeding colonies to maintain themselves rather than depending on
individual plants for survival.

Columbines have proven invaluable in managing gardens by seeding themselves
throughout. Once established, colonies seed themselves around, producing new
plants that replace older ones naturally. Gardeners only need to edit as necessary,
taking care to remove seedlings that do not belong in certain places while
permitting others to grow freely where desired.

USDA hardiness zones for Aquilegia varieties including Clementine varieties range
from 3-9, making them suitable for gardens in temperate regions throughout North
America and Britain.

How Invasive Is Columbine?

Gardeners who are considering adding any variety of columbine, including
clementine varieties, to their planting should ask themselves this key question.

Columbine does not qualify as an ecological invasive species in its true sense;
rather it’s considered native or naturalized in most temperate regions of the
Northern Hemisphere and does not displace native ecosystems like genuinely
invasive plants do. As such it has not made any lists for being potentially invasive in
either America or Britain.

Columbine self-seeds prolifically when allowed to reach maturity and drop. In
smaller gardens or tightly controlled borders, this may feel invasive as new
seedlings appear every year in unexpected places. To manage this effectively,
deadhead spent flowers before seed heads mature for maximum control or allow
naturalistic areas where spreading habits are welcome; edit out unwanted seedlings
when small enough for removal during spring pruning sessions.

Self-seeding plants tend to be beneficial rather than detrimental in most garden
situations, creating an easy and cost-efficient method of expanding small initial
plantings into full colonies over several seasons without incurring additional



expenses or effort.

How to Grow Clementine Flowers From Seed

Growing clementine flowers from seed is both achievable and cost-effective,
providing an economical means of starting up a colony. Aquilegia seeds require a
stratification period in which they are exposed to cold and moisture before
germinating reliably; this mimics nature by simulating what happens naturally as
seeds fall in autumn, go through winter, then germinate in spring.

Cold stratification method: Combine seeds with barely damp vermiculite or
perlite in a sealed plastic bag, place in the refrigerator, and leave for four to six
weeks prior to sowing. This cold period helps break dormancy that might otherwise
prevent germination of seeds.

Autumn sowing: Another natural approach is to sow seeds outdoors in autumn
and allow nature to provide cold stratification throughout winter, leading to stronger
seedlings when spring arrives.

Spring sowing after stratification: After the cold period, sow stratified seeds in
trays or pots using a quality seed compost. Cover lightly — seeds need some light
to germinate. Keep the compost moist but not waterlogged. Germination typically
occurs within two to four weeks at temperatures of 60 to 70°F (15 to 21°C).

Growing on: Once seedlings have reached a size that makes them manageable,
transfer to individual pots for further cultivation in either a cold frame or protected
outdoor position for further acclimation prior to transplanting them at 12-18-inch
spacing into well-drained and humus-rich soil in either full sun or partial shade
areas.

Clementine flowers grown from seeds usually bloom during their second year. While
their first-year plants establish root systems and foliage, flower production often
comes with age.

Where to Buy Clementine Flowers

Clementine flower plants and seeds can be obtained from multiple reliable sources.

Specialist perennial nurseries: Independent perennial nurseries are the most



reliable source for Aquilegia varieties like Clementine. These nurseries typically
offer potted plants ready for planting in your garden and generally offer higher-
quality plants than mass market garden centers. Searching locally will likely yield
the best options available.

Online seed suppliers: Clementine flower seeds can be purchased online through
companies like Thompson & Morgan, Sarah Raven, and American Meadows.
Searching “clementine Aquilegia seeds” returns many options; make sure that each
supplier can provide exactly the color range you are after as “clementine” can refer
to several distinct hues.

Clementine flowers Red Wing, MN: If you live near Red Wing in Minnesota and
are searching for Aquilegia varieties to add to your garden, local nurseries and
garden centers may carry Aquilegia species. Minnesota-based perennial nurseries
may offer columbine species best suited to its climate, while plant sales or
horticultural society events often offer access to specific named varieties.

Clementine flower for sale online: Major online plant retailers such as Burpee,
White Flower Farm and High Country Gardens typically carry Aquilegia clementine
varieties or close alternatives; check back in late winter and early spring when new
season stock has been listed for maximum selection.

For more plant growing guides, garden design ideas, and outdoor space advice, the
Garden & Outdoor section at Home Narratives covers a wide range of topics for
gardeners at every level.

The Royal Horticultural Society’s Aquilegia guide provides detailed cultivation
advice, variety recommendations, and pest and disease guidance for columbines
including warm-toned varieties like clementine.

Clementine Flower Tattoo

The clementine is an ideal subject for floral tattoo designs, due to its distinctive
spurred bloom that lends itself well to both fine-line and botanical illustration styles
of tattooing.

Clementines symbolize warmth, resilience, grace and new beginnings - qualities
which resonate deeply in personal stories and intentions across many fields of
endeavor. Their warm apricot-to-coral color range works beautifully both as


https://homenarratives.com/category/garden-outdoor/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/aquilegia

watercolor tattoos as well as full color botanical realism tattoos.

Design-wise, the nodding, downward-facing habit of the bloom creates a natural
flowing quality that works well when applied on shoulder, forearm or ribcage
tattoos. Multiple blooms per stem with the characteristic blue-green foliage form an
elegant botanical composition; their spurred backs add an unique structural feature
that distinguishes clementine columbine tattoos from more commonly tattooed
floral subjects.

Is There a Clementine Rose?

Horticulturists use the name “Clementine” across various plant genera, sometimes
leading to confusion. There are rose varieties known as Clementines that come from
completely separate breeders and should not be confused with Aquilegia
clementine flowers discussed here.

If you are searching for the “clementine rose variety”, consult rose breeders’
catalogs where clementine-named varieties of Aquilegia appear occasionally with
warm peach and apricot tones that recall Aquilegia variety’s naming convention;
color family similarities will range from soft orange hues reminiscent of their
inspiration: Clementines citrus fruit!

Clementine flower in this article refers to Aquilegia columbine variety unless
otherwise specified.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a clementine flower?

Clementine flowers are cultivars of Aquilegia, the flowering plant genus commonly
referred to as columbine. Producing distinctive spurred blooms in warm shades such
as apricot, coral and orange hues. Hardy perennial suitable for temperate gardens
across USDA zones 3-9 with late spring to early summer blooming times that
contrast nicely with more commonly seen blue and purple columbines in this family
of blooming plants.



Is there a clementine rose?

There is a rose variety named Clementine from various breeders that comes with
warm peach and apricot tones, but this should not be confused with Aquilegia
flowers known by this name, which share their name due to the similar orange
tones of citrus fruits such as Clementines. When searching for Clementine flower
plants or seeds online, make sure that results contain Aquilegia rather than Rosa
results for the best results.

Is clementine a perennial?

Clementines Aquilegia are perennial herbaceous perennials that self-seed freely,
often providing natural regeneration of colonies over time. Individual plants tend to
perform well for three or four years before their vigor typically decreases; however,
due to free self-seeding they tend to thrive for years without needing protection in
USDA zones 3-9 environments.

How invasive is columbine?

Columbine does not appear on any lists of invasive species, yet can still self-seed
prolifically within gardens if allowed to mature into seed heads, often producing
many new seedlings in unexpected places every year, which some gardeners find
excessive. Deadheading spent flowers before seeds mature can effectively limit
self-seeding; naturalistic or cottage gardens typically consider its self-seeding habit
an asset rather than a liability.

The Clementine flower rewards gardeners who value plants that stand out through
character rather than spectacle. With its warm and distinctive blooms, reliable
perennial habit and generous self-seeding nature, it makes an excellent candidate
for cottage gardens, naturalistic borders and any planting scheme that welcomes
plants with an informal presence.

Be it your first attempt at growing it from seed or trying to identify what you have
seen elsewhere - the Clementine Columbine deserves our best consideration as a
plant worth knowing well.

Where will the Clementine flower be planted in your garden? Your answer to this
question will determine whether its warm coral tones of the standard variety or
deeper red of Clementine Red Aquilegia would make for the better choice in terms



of style and colors.
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