
The roof damage that costs the most is almost never the storm itself. It’s the small
problem the storm found and made worse. This guide splits rainy-season roof care
into two parts: what to check before the rain starts, and what to watch for once it
has, so nothing gets missed in the gap between the two. For a broader look at how
homes hold up under seasonal stress, see our Architecture Guides.

What Counts as Rainy Season Roof maintenance

What Counts as “Rainy Season Roof
Maintenance”?
Rainy season roof maintenance combines two things: pre-rain inspection and
prevention, and ongoing monitoring during and after rainfall. It is not a single
checklist completed once and forgotten. Most homeowners focus only on the pre-
rain half. But the second half, watching for early signs once rain is actually falling, is
where problems get caught while they are still manageable. This article covers both
halves, in the order they actually happen.

Before the Rain, Inspection Priorities
Before rainy season starts, the goal is to find and fix the small things that heavy
rain will expose. Wind-driven rain and standing water test every seal, gap, and joint
on a roof. Problems that look minor in dry weather can turn into active leaks once
water moves across the surface with force.

Problems that look minor in dry weather can turn into active leaks once water
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The Roof Surface

Check the roof surface for missing, cracked, or curling shingles. Also look for
granule loss, which shows up as bare or gritty patches and signals aging shingles.
Damaged or missing shingles expose the roof deck to water. Replacing them before
rainy season is more effective than waiting for a leak to confirm the problem.
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Gutters, Downspouts, and Drainage Paths

Clogged gutters and downspouts are one of the most common causes of water
backing up under roofing materials. Leaves, twigs, and shingle granules build up
over time and block the drainage paths that carry water off the roof and away from
the house. Clear gutters and downspouts before rainy season starts. Confirm
downspouts direct water away from the foundation. Together, these steps prevent
water from pooling on the roof or seeping into the structure underneath.

Flashing Around Roof Penetrations

Flashing is the metal or rubber material sealing the joints where the roof meets
chimneys, vents, skylights, and pipe boots. These penetration points fail often
because different materials expand and contract at different rates, which opens
small gaps over time. Flashing problems are also easy to miss during a dry-weather
inspection. A small gap or cracked seal often shows no visible sign until water is
actively running across it.

Moss, Algae, and Overhanging Branches

Moss and algae growth retains moisture against the roof surface and can accelerate
material deterioration over time. Overhanging branches create a similar risk. They
can rub against roofing materials in wind, drop debris into gutters, and in strong
storms break off entirely and cause direct damage. Trim back branches and address
moss or algae growth before rainy season to reduce both risks.

Attic Ventilation and Moisture Buildup

Proper attic ventilation keeps moisture from accumulating directly under the roof
deck. Blocked or inadequate ventilation traps humid air, which can accelerate
deterioration of roofing materials from underneath. Check that vents are clear and
unobstructed as part of a complete pre-season inspection, not as a separate task.
Homes built for consistently harsh weather often address ventilation and drainage
together at the design stage; see Best Structures for Extreme Climates for that
broader context.
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The Practical Core: Inspection, Drainage, and
Flashing First
Of everything covered above, three items matter more than the rest. The practical
core before rainy season is a proper inspection, plus clearing the gutters and
drainage paths so water doesn’t back up under the roofing materials. Flashing
around penetrations keeps coming up as a weak spot that only shows itself under
heavy rain. Most roof damage starts small. It gets expensive when homeowners
ignore it long enough.

These three items hide well, which is what makes them easy to skip. A missing
shingle is obvious from the ground. A half-clogged gutter looks fine. A flashing seal
with a hairline crack looks fine too, right up until heavy rain exposes it. That is why
inspection, drainage, and flashing deserve attention before anything else on the list.

During and After Rain, What to Actually Watch
For
During and after rain, the real work is watching for early interior signs instead of
waiting until water is already dripping. By the time a leak is visible on a ceiling,
water has usually been finding its way in for some time already. Catching the early
signs, rather than the obvious ones, keeps a small problem from turning into an
expensive one.

During and after rain, the real work is watching for early interior signs instead of
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Interior Warning Signs

Watch for dark spots or discoloration on ceilings, especially after heavy rain. These
often appear before any visible dripping. A musty smell in a room or hallway can
signal moisture accumulating in a wall or ceiling cavity, particularly if the smell
wasn’t there before. Peeling or slightly bubbled paint near a roofline is another early
sign of moisture getting where it shouldn’t be.



Checking the Attic After Heavy Rain

The attic is usually the first place water shows up, since it sits directly under the
roof deck. After a significant rain event, check rafters and insulation for water
stains. Look at the underside of the roof sheathing for damp patches. Check nails
and metal hangers for rust. Damp insulation is worth noting even when it looks fine
on the surface. Wet insulation loses effectiveness and can hold moisture against
wood framing for an extended period.

When to Call a Roofing Professional
Some situations call for a professional rather than continued self-monitoring.
Multiple leak points, visible sagging in the roofline or ceiling, and structural signs
like daylight through roof boards all point to damage beyond safe DIY assessment.
A single missing shingle or one damaged flashing section is usually a
straightforward repair. The scale of the damage determines the right approach, and
it also determines whether a partial repair or a full replacement makes more sense.
The FAQ below covers that distinction directly.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is the 25% rule for roofing?
The 25% rule is a building code provision, most commonly cited from the
International Existing Building Code. It states that once repairs, replacements, or
recovering work exceed 25% of a roof’s surface area within a 12-month period, the
entire roof or roof section must meet current code requirements. The rule measures
how much of the roof gets worked on, not how much damage actually exists.

Does homeowners insurance cover roof leaks due to rain?
Coverage depends on the cause of the leak and the specific policy. Insurers often
cover damage from a sudden, covered event like wind-driven rain during a storm.
They typically deny damage tied to gradual wear, deferred maintenance, or a pre-
existing unaddressed problem.

Can roof repairs be done in the rain?
Most roofing repairs need a dry roof surface, since sealants and adhesives require
dry conditions to bond properly. Contractors can apply emergency measures during
active rain, such as a temporary tarp or interior containment to limit damage. They

https://codes.iccsafe.org/s/IEBC2015/chapter-7-alterations-level-1/IEBC2015-Ch07-Sec706.3


schedule permanent repairs for the next dry window.

What do roofers do on rainy days?
Roofing contractors typically shift to indoor or preparatory work on rainy days: attic
inspections, estimating, material ordering, and paperwork. Most exterior repair work
is unsafe or ineffective on a wet roof. Emergency leak response is the exception,
since a contractor may still apply a tarp or temporary patch during rain to limit
interior damage.
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