
Shingle Style architecture has long been popular in coastal locations, particularly
due to its weathered wood exteriors which blend effortlessly with dunes sea grasses
and ocean breezes. Originating during the 19th century as an antidote for Victorian
excesses, shingle style homes today remain popular with homeowners looking for
simple elegance, durability and timeless appeal in waterfront or beachfront
properties.

The Origins and Evolution of Shingle Style
Shingle style architecture originated primarily in New England, with particular ties to
coastal areas like Newport, Rhode Island; Hamptons in Massachusetts and Cape Cod
in Massachusetts. Architectural designers like McKim, Mead & White popularized it
through drawing upon colonial American residences with English Queen Anne
influences as well as Romanesque elements while eliminating any unnecessary
ornamentation.

Shingle Style homes are defined by their consistent use of cedar-based shingles on
walls and roofs, creating an elegant yet textured exterior which ages effortlessly
into silvery grays or warm browns as time goes on. This technique gives homes an
“envelope effect”, making the entire building appear as one architectural unit rather
than separate components. As opposed to stick style designs which focus on open
framing and intricate detail, shingle Style prioritizes broad areas and flowing shapes
for its design aesthetic.

These homes were typically constructed as summer getaways for wealthy families
along the coastline, featuring large porches to capture breezes, large windows that
frame ocean views, irregular massing to blend with their environment and irregular
massing that permitted it to blend into it instead of taking over it completely.
Modern interpretations of this style preserve this aesthetic using energy efficient
materials, open floor plans and eco-friendly methods.

Key Characteristics of Coastal Shingle Style
Wooden Exteriors
Several defining features make Shingle Style instantly recognizable, especially
along the coast:

Continuous Wood Shingle Cladding: Cedar roof shingles that have not



been stained or painted cover most exterior surfaces. Their natural insulation,
low maintenance requirements, and improved aesthetic with age are among
the many benefits they bring to any exterior space. There are even variations
such as wavy or patterned designs to add depth of texture.
Asymmetrical and Irregular Massing: Roofs combine gables, hips,
gambrels, and dormers in complex yet harmonious arrangements. Towers,
rounded turrets, and projecting bays create visual interest without formal
symmetry.
Generous Porches and Verandas: Deep wraparound porches supported by
several columns or shingled piers are an ideal outdoor living area for relaxing
while at the beach.
Masonry Bases: A majority of homes feature brick or stone foundations to
provide protection from coastal elements, and to contrast beautifully with
lightweight roof shingles above.
Horizontal Emphasis: With broad eaves, belt courses and low profiles
connecting homes with both sea and ground features – such as beaches or
rivers – providing connections that help shield homes against high winds while
also offering spectacular views – horizontal focus homes offer both strength
and exposure for optimal living environments.

Shingle Style homes are well suited to coastal climates due to their design features;
wood exteriors can withstand salt air exposure if kept well-kept while their informal
style offers warmth and friendliness.

Modern Shingle Style: Updating a Classic for
Today’s Homes
Modern architects have modernized Shingle Style by merging its elements of
tradition and innovation, such as black-framed windows that resemble steel, sleek
minimal moldings and smart systems integrated in new builds – while staying within
community guidelines that often dictate traditional designs.

Glass expanses with larger panes allow more natural light and views while green
roofing materials like cedar or composite reduce environmental impacts. Open
concept interiors are an effective alternative to partitioned Victorian designs while
outdoor spaces like porches or roof decks can provide even more living space.

Plans for homes in this style typically range from Cape Cod-inspired dwellings to



sprawling estates on waterfront lots, featuring first-floor primary suites, luxurious
kitchens opening into fantastic rooms, and multigenerational living space adapted
accordingly. Many plans can also be altered later for additional living units or home
offices if necessary.

Shingle Style Interior Design: Warmth and
Coastal Serenity
Shingle Style Interior Design: Warmth and Coastal Serenity Its Inside Shingle Style
homes, interior designs reflect their exteriors’ casual elegance with exposed beams,
wide plank floors, neutral hues evoking sand, sea and sky motifs and natural
elements such as linen upholstery, stone fireplaces and rattan accents that enhance
this natural connection.

Floor plans that accommodate family gatherings with ample windows and French
doors make living spaces more conducive for family fun, while adding character
without clutter, such as shiplap walls, beadboard ceilings, nautical hardware or
modern versions of sleek lines and minimalist furniture. Such an environment
creates an enjoyable approach to traditional home comfort that is both welcoming
and refreshing.

Homeowners in coastal regions who are remodeling or building new homes should
place great importance on having water-resistant bathrooms and kitchens that
feature window seats, built-ins and storage built into walls for casual living spaces
that enhance casual flow. By including features like window seats, built-ins and
storage in walls to complete this look.

Why Shingle Style Endures in Coastal Living
Shingle style homes provide more than aesthetic benefits; their wood exteriors
boast superior thermal and weather-resistance as well as durability, making this
style suitable for various dimensions and topographies – from bluff top views to
harbour-side locations.

Emotionally, they evoke summers spent sitting on porches barefoot or family meals
overlooking the ocean, conjuring memories of summer days spent lazing around
and the feeling of rich heritage that goes along with it. In an age where cookie-
cutter development dominates, these houses stand out due to their individuality



and quality.

Communities across Cape Cod, the Pacific Northwest and lakes in inland regions
continue to experiment with different variations of this style, which showcase its
versatility. When building or renovating an existing house, including Shingle
elements like gables shingled with shingles or warm porches can significantly boost
curb appeal and add value when selling for resales.

Designing Your Own Shingle Style Coastal Home
To successfully design a Shingle Style coastal home, collaborate with architects
familiar with local construction codes and regulations governing coastal regions. Be
mindful of elevations to flood-prone zones as well as impact-resistant windows,
native vegetation should complement your natural siding for added beauty.

Check out shingle style home plans to gather ideas, then customize it according to
your lifestyle by adding features that suit you – like an outdoor kitchen or spa at
home with water views. Keep size in mind: even small houses can become grand
with careful massing and design.

For more home design narratives and inspiration, visit homenarratives.

Explore this stunning gallery from Architectural Digest for breathtaking examples of
both historical and modern Shingle Style homes.

Shingle Style architecture with its signature coastal wooden exteriors continues to
captivate because it balances history with livability. It offers a home that feels
rooted in place yet perfectly attuned to modern family life. Whether you’re drawn to
classic Cape Cod Shingle Style or a sleek modern interpretation, this enduring
American style promises beauty, resilience, and a deep sense of belonging by the
sea.

https://homenarratives.com
https://structurehome.com/cape-cod-shingle-style-architecture-an-american-tradition/

